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Ontology
The theory of being qua being. For Aristotle, th> First
Philosophy, the science of the essence of things.
Introduced as aterm into philosphy by wolif. The Science
of fundamental principles; the doctrine of the categoies.
Ultimate philosophy , rational cosmology syn; with
metaphysics.
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Monism
It is the view that there ia but one fundamental reality.

It first appeared in Parmenides of Elea; a modern exponent
of monism is Spinoza. It is the view that reality is one,
there is no separation between god and the world, or
between mind and matter, soul and body. Such unique
reality may be material or spiritual in origin .
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Pluralism
This is oppoesd to monism because it holds that reality
consists of plurality of separate distinct things, Examples
are the philosophies of lonians, Leibniz and most British
empiricistic philosophers.
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Dualism
The theory which admits two independent and
greducible substances, e.g. the platonic dualism of the
sensible and intcligible sverlds | the Cartesian dualism of
thinking and exiended substances, the Leibnizian dualism

of the actual and possible worlds | the Kantian dualism of
the noumenai and the phenomenal worlds and so on,
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Materialism

Adoctrine in Ontology, holding that only matter exists,
or that the material world is the only world existent. The
universe consists wholly of matter,

Materialism holds also that the universe, is not
governed by intelligence, purpose, or final causes, but only
caused by material and mechanical processes.

It explains mental processes or events in terms of
material causes.
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Spiritoalism

Another doctrine in ontology, opposed to materialism .
It maintains that the ultimate reality in the universe is spirit
or reason , This spirit or reason is akin to human mind, but
pervading the entire universe. Everything is explained by
spiritual not material causes. Spiritualism s akin to
Idealism which says that nothing exists except infinite and
finite spirits . It is also used in religious terminology to
emphasize the direct influence of God upon the world.
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Idealism

Tt is any doctrine which emphasizes the being of mind,
soul, spirit and life over matter body and motion. Thus itis
opposed to materialism and akin to spiritualism. Plato is
considered the grandfather of idealism by his theory of
ideas; Ideas for him make an objective real world
independent of the sensible world and its origin. Idealism
takes many forms, of which two are ‘more important.
subjective and objective idealism. The former means that
nature is merely the projection of the finite mind and has
no external real existence. Objective idealism regards finite
minds as parts or appearances of the absolite iuind .
Objective  idealism may be theistic or atheistic; in the
former, the universal mind is pure thought and unconscious
i personal principle.
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Realism
1t has two different senses independently of each other
(a) 2 sense connected with metaphysics and epistemology,
maintaiming that the external material world is real and has
its real existence independently of our perception of it. It
does exist whether we perceive it or not. (b) Another sense
comnected with the problem of umversals (or abstract
general ideas or meamigs). Realism in the latter sense holds
that universals exist and have reality independently of us,
and of particular objects. This is the theory of plato and
medievel philosophers up to the time of Aquinas. Aristotle
developed Plato’s realism such that forms have a being
only in particular things.
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Rationalism
A situation in Epistemology or the theory of
Knowiedge, It holds that the criterion of truths is not
sensory but intellectual and deductive. Usually associated
with an attempl to introduce mathematical methods into
philosophy, as in Descartes . The history of Rationalism
begins with the Eleatics, Pythagoreans and Plato who gave
authority and cerfainty to reason.
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Empiricism

Another situation in Epistemology, maintaining that
the sole scurce of knowledge is experience, or that
knowledge is not possible independently of experience. By
cxperience is meant what can be acquired by the senses.
Thus, cmpiricisan dentes  that we can have innate ideas or
that there is any nzscessary truth, applied to matters of fact.
It also Lolds that any idea or concept what sover must be
reducible to data of experience, Empiricism asseris that our
knowledge is lunited 1o the exterial world, and it is always
probale, never certain. It is also a method all knowledge
relics upon observation, or what is reducible fo observ-

ation.
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The Cogito Argument

An Argument of the type employed by Descartes
{Meditation IT) to establish the existence of the self .

Descartes” Cogito, ergo sum (I think, therefore I extst)
is an atterapt to establish the existence of the seif in any act
of thinking, including even the act of doubting. The Cogito
ergo sum is, as Descartes humself insisted, not so much

sinference as a direct appeal to intuition, but it has
commonly been construed as an argument because of

Descartes’ formulation .
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Innate Ideas

Those idleas inbomn in human mind before acquiring
any sense- experience and is of a divine origin , such as the
thecries of Plato and Descartes . e.g. ideas of the existence
of a most perfect being, cansality, certainty , impossibility
etc. A Priori ideas are alleged to be given to the mind by its

very nature, without reference to divine origin.
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Doubt

To be uncertain, partial disbelief. The demal of a
proposition offered or formerly held as true.

In Pshycology : Suspended judgment; the state of
hesitation between contradictory propostions.

Philosophical doubt has been distinguished as
definitive or provisional.

Definitive daubt is scepticism. Provissional doubt is
the rule proposed by the Cartesian Method of Voluntary
suspension of judgement in order to reach 3 more dependa-
ble conclusion.
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Monad

1) In Greek usage, originally the number one . Later, any
individual or metaphysical unit.

2) Bruno named his metaphysical units Monads to
distinguish them from the Democritean atoms. The
Monads are both psychic and spatial individuals.

3) Leibniz (borrowing the term possibly from Augustine,
Bruno or Protestant scholastics) identified the Monads
with the metaphysical individuals or souls, conceived as
‘unextended, active indivisible, naturally indistructible,
teleological substances ideally related in a system of
preestablished harmony.
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Monadology

The doctrine of Monads, the theory that the universe is
a composite of elementary units. A Monad may alsobe a
metaphysical umit. The real founder of monadology is
Leibniz, to him, the Monads are the real atoms of nature,
the elements of things. It is a simple Substance completely
different from a material atom.
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Substance

The word substance has different senses :

a) The ultimate subject of Predication or the subjet, ina
proposition , which can never be a Predicate ; thus
substance, grammatically is the noun which can never
be an adjective.
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b) Substanee is the being existent which requires nothing
but itself in order to exist, strictly speaking, God alone is
substance in this sense.
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¢) Substance is the substratum of sensible qualities : size,

figure, extension camnot exist by themselves but must
inhere in something in order to exist ; this something is
called substratum .
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qualities are regarded as adjectives which logically
requires a subject. This is Locke’s sense of substance.
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d) Substance is subject of change; any body has its
qualities which may disappear and other qualities appear
instead, nevertheless, the body is still the same; then any
proticular body or individual man is a substance in this
sense, for while it may exchange its qualities, it remains
identical with itself .
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E) Substance is essence; essence is essential property or
the group of essential properties which make up the
being of a thing, such as extension in abody, or thinking
in men; these are the substances of men or bodies in this

sense .
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Atomism

a) As contrasted with synechism, the view that there are
discrete irreducible elements of finite spatial or temporal
span e.g. the atomic doctrine of Democritus that the real
-world consists of qualitatively similar atoms of diverse
shapes.
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b) As Contrasted with the view that certain elements are
necessarily connected, or even related at all, the doctrine
that some entitics are only contingently related or are
completely independent .
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Atomism (E)
Atomisme i3]
Atomismus {G)
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Logical Atomism
c) As contrasted with the view that certain entities are
analyzable, the doctrine that some entilies are ultimately
simple. e.g. Russell’s doctrine that there are certain
simple, unanalyzable atomic propositions of which other
propositions are constituted by compounding or genera-
lization. In Russell, Logical atomism is the view that
relations are external and that some true propositions are
without simpler constituents in a given system, such
propositions are (basic) With respect to that system.
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In Russell, Logical atomism is the view that relations
are external and that some true propositions are without
simpler constituents in agiven system such propositions are
“basic™ with respect to that system .
saan Oy ¢ Lor jor Bl OF ) Adladdl R il 025 fonsy iz
Lol odm J2a ‘.‘baa“jnﬁi_,il‘zpkﬂrfbb‘gy Bslall Lasl
- gt L Mdlf® 055



: ® At Gyl pllaas A8 3lactt —

- Logical Atomism (E)
- Atomisme Logique (¥}
- Logischer Atomismus (G)
SVAYY) Joy e o sl I B il 3,30 24l -
VY-
2 Jouy ki UnyiS gl —

e s A 0 30N 2y 0 Ay o WOUZ MmO 1 Y
W b Jas g JST B b S il 8 pei OF pdeind 04

ce Y gt s o S D e e dasdy ST
Principle of p Yby) L sl of y qait iy il ny Jo2 o 2 L8
o Adlge Loags co gl doind J57 0555 Of olimsy < Acquaintance
15} Ln pge 0550 558 o ooF 2 05,0 3 me o Lpbos Lga ol usie
s g ol pad o 8 0 i Sl 15] 4 Al 5 el ) ]
ora P SE s B A s o et L 057 8 Wl gt slol ) 25
ben Ul f 2,10 Joadd adom omn iy OF o Y Lam fy Ju
GRS 3 . i Sand olian y ol Lot 3 055 OF5 ¢ gl 3030
SR PP FULPINE VR PR
ALOIHC .33 Aher e Skt Lgae Jaad pale B} LS Sa N, -
Sentence

Jof Lo el S0 %0 e J5Of AT G M » Bedledld 3y

Ll o B LGS 5 258

v



Fact
In Husserl : (1) State of affairs (Sachverhalt) : an object
having Categorial- Syntactical Structure.
(2) Matter of Fact : (Tatsache, Faktum) :
(a) that which the simply is, as contrasted with that which
is necessarily;
(b) that which is actual, as contrasted with that which is
merely possible;
(c) that which is, regardless of its value;
(d) that which is non - fictive.
Fact is an indubitable truth of actuality . Or a brute event,
syn. with actual event.
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Logically Proper Name

A Proper Name of the kind required by Russell’s
meaningless if their bearers did not exist.

Russell thought demonstratives (for example, “that™
and this) were logically proper names.

Ordinary proper names can not have their meanings
strictly identified with their bearers since we associate a
variety of descriptions with the proper names we use.
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BEHAVIORISM

The Contemporary American school of psychology
which abandons the concepts of mind and consciousness,
and restricts both animal and human psychology to the
study of behavior. The founder of American behaviorism is
J.B. Watson, Who formulated 2 program for psychology
excluding all reference to consciousness and confining
itself to behavioral responses.

A distinction has been drawn between methodological
and dogmatic behaviorism : the former ignores “consciou-
sness” and advocates, in psychology, the objective study of
behavior ; the latter denies consciousness entirely, and is,
therefore, a form of metaphysical materialism.
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Existentialism

Aphilosophical trend or attitude, as distinct from a
particular system. Its origins are attributed to kierkegaard.
It became influential in continental Europe in the second
quarter of the 20 th Century, with the wntings of
Heidegger, Jaspers, Marcil and Sarire.

| Existenfialism is genperally opposed to rationalist and
empiricist doctrines.

In the existentialist view the problem of being must
take precedence over that of knowledge in philosophical
investigations.

Existence is basic : it in the fact of the individual’s
presence and participation in a changing and dangcrous
world.
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Phenomenology

- In Philosaphy, the term refering to the method of
engiury developed by Husserl following his own teacher
Brentano. It is supposed to begin from a scrupulous
inspection of one’s own conscious, and particularly
intellectual processes. In this inspection all assumptions
about the external causes and consequences of this
internal processes bave to be excluded (bracketed).
Husserl insisted that it was an aprioi investigation of the

essences or meanings common to the thought of

II - Heidegger trained in Husserl’s radical structural

analysis of pure consciousness , Heidegger shares with
phenomenoclogy the effort to methodically analyze and
describé the coneeptual meanings of single Phenomena.
He aimed at a phenomenological analysis of human
existence 'in respect to its temporal and historical
character.
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Dasein

A term employed by Heidegger in the investigation of
human existence .

Man’s particular mode of being -in- the- world is
Charachterized by relatedness to surrounding objects and
members of his community, m terms of being concerned
with and caring about them.
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Heidegger distinginshes three constitutive features of
Dasein : (1) factuality, (2) existentiality, or the apprehen-
sion of his purposive being and potential, and (3)
fallenness, man’s tendency to become lost in present
preoccupations, forfeiting his umique possibilities and
“authentic™ existence.
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Care (Concern- Sorge)
Hexwdegger (+1976) explores many hitherto unexplored
phenomena which ontology disregarded. Sorge (concern),
being par excellence the structure of consciousness, is

elevated to the ultimate. Concern has a wholly special
horizon of being,
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Ideology

A term invented by Destutt de Tracy for the analysis
of general ideas into the sensations from which he believed
them to emanate.

The study was advocated as a subsitute for
metaphysics.

The term was used in a derogatory sense by Napoleon
to denominate all philosophies whose influence was
republican. In recent times the English equivalent has come
to mean :

1~ In some ecnomic determinists, ineffectual thoughts as
opposed to causality efficacious behavior.

2~ Any set of general ideas or philosophical program.

3- Generally, any system of ideas and norms directing
political and social actions.

4- as used by Marx and Engels in The German Ideology
(Written in 1845-6 but published first in 1932), the word
refers to such general systems only in so far as they are
recognized to contain falsehood and distortion generated
by more or less unconscious motivations. In this sense
the writers did not, of course, consider their own work
ideological.
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5- In other Marxist contexts and where the emphasis is on
metapysics, the word embraces all ideas of every sort,
and the contrast is between ideological superstructure
and matenal foundations : in  this sense the most
objective science is also ideology.
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Political Thought
This may mean any one of four things :

1- Political thought : thoughts, theories and values which
motivate policy, and political behaviour. Political
thought includes the theories through which people
attempt fo explain each other’s political behaviour, the
values by which they judge it, and the mechanisms
(Such as law) Whereby they attempt to control it.

2~ Political theory . The theory of political institutions.
This inchades the theories of the state, of law, of
representation and election. It is a comparative and
explanatory science, exemplified in works of constitu-
tional history and analysis .

3- Political Philosophy . this seeks the most general
questions of method and justification raised by the
concepts and theories employed in 1. and 2. Thus the
concept of justice, which may form a part of ordinary
political thought, may also be a subject of phifosophical
analysis, with a view to determining its grounds.

4- Political science . An academic discipline which
includes 2. and 3. along with political economy, and
perhaps also sociology. it involves a developing
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synthesis of many contrasting disciplines, and
incoroporates all studies which have politically signifiant
thought and action as their subject- matter. It is probably
too wide and too ambitious to be an independant subject
with a method of its own, and remains influential only as
a projected unity rather than as an actual one.
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